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Look beyond the horizon
“Norfolk’s environment is a unique and precious asset. It
allows us to grow a substantial amount of the UK’s food,
supports a major tourism industry and has an incredibly
diverse range of flora and fauna.
Today, Norfolk is facing many challenges including
population growth, climate change and the ending of
the partnership with the European Union. At the same
time, there are huge pressures to grow our economy and
build more houses. We must plan effectively, fully valuing
our countryside and environment.
The ‘Vision for Norfolk’ is a call for us all to join in the
debate about how we manage these pressures, while
protecting this precious and fragile environment.
The land we have is a finite supply, and all of it serves a
purpose. Once it is changed, it cannot be recovered.
How we value the countryside and our historic towns is
the key to the future. You can join the debate and help
make a difference for the future, and the legacy we leave
for future generations.”
Chris Dady, Chairman, CPRE (Norfolk)
“Norfolk Wildlife Trust seeks a sustainable Living Landscape
for wildlife and people where the future of wildlife is
protected and enhanced through sympathetic management
of land and where people are connected with, inspired by,
value and care for Norfolk’s wildlife and wild spaces.

The county is famous for its wildlife and habitats and is
extremely rich in its biodiversity, but so much of it is rare
and endangered and confined to isolated, fragmented
nature reserves. It is not enough to protect what is there
from growing threats. Its future survival depends on us
taking a more landscape scale approach to its conservation
and this means creating more space for wildlife and
repairing broken ecological networks. We have much
in common with CPRE’s Vision and look forward to
working together for the benefit of Norfolk’s wildlife,
countryside, people and prosperity, within the context
of a sustainable environment.”
Brendan Joyce, Chief Executive, Norfolk Wildlife Trust
“Norfolk must stop being so easily seduced by the prophets
of boom. Quality of life is not a commodity to buy and sell
on an artificially-stoked housing market, bound to trample
over genuine requirements in precious places.
Perhaps a radically old-fashioned approach should be at
the heart of a fresh vision for our county. Let’s put proper
care and respect for all our communities at the top of
a new agenda. Unwanted and unwarranted large-scale
developments – and all the grisly trimmings travelling with
them – spell environmental and social suicide. Norfolk must
have the right to ‘dew diffrunt’!”
Keith Skipper, Norfolk writer and broadcaster
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A Vision for Norfolk?
The Campaign to Protect Rural England (Norfolk) champions
much more than just the protection of the countryside.
We believe that protecting all the things that make
Norfolk unique will best serve the future of our county,
all who live in it and the UK as a whole. As the population
of Britain expands, the tranquil, attractive and uncrowded
landscapes that Norfolk offers become increasingly
important national assets.
We believe that by planning our future, taking a balanced
approach to growth, satisfying the needs of all of us who
live and work in Norfolk, protecting our economic future and
making sure jobs and the right housing is available at every
level, we can ensure the protection of our environment as
well as our future prosperity.
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Norfolk’s countryside, towns and villages are at the heart of
everything. Once any of these environments are changed,
such as by developments and building roads, it is changed
forever. When a green field is built on, it cannot be replaced
and its benefits are permanently lost.
Tell us if you agree.
www.V4N.org.uk
Vision for Norfolk
@Vision4Norfolk
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A Lack of Vision?
We are concerned that current plans and policies for
Norfolk put short term profit before Norfolk’s people
and environment.
Sites for more than 100,000 new houses have already
been allocated or granted permission. At the current rate of
building, it will take over 30 years to build these dwellings.
The scandal is that only a fraction of these sites are being
built on while councils are still allocating even more green
field sites for development. What’s more, most of the housing
being built does not even address the needs of people trying
to get on the housing ladder or looking for retirement homes.
This simply does not make sense.
However, there are even greater threats to Norfolk.
The Government has now issued even higher targets,
which, when added to existing allocations, will see the
population in Norfolk rise by over 40%: equivalent to the
building of another Greater Norwich, Great Yarmouth,
King’s Lynn and Thetford. Can you imagine what that
would mean for our county?

Development on this scale poses the greatest possible threat.
Large tracts of countryside and valuable agricultural land
will be lost, boundaries between settlements will become
blurred, traffic congestion will increase enormously and the
tranquillity and attractiveness of much of our landscape will
be severely degraded. An increasing number of towns and
villages will see their historic character swamped and we will
suffer higher levels of air pollution.
Agriculture must be protected for the good of Britain not just
Norfolk. We must take the opportunity to ensure that we can
invest in our land, which does much more than just provide
food - it helps alleviate flooding, it provides opportunities for
local rural housing and jobs, it is vital for our environment,
water, flora and fauna, as well as much leisure, tourism and
educational activity. It is what has shaped our landscape.
We think it makes good sense to balance our economic
growth with protecting our key assets.

These targets are not based on known market demand,
but on Government assessments, which make a worrying
number of assumptions, including that the current level of
immigration will be maintained.
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What makes Norfolk worth protecting?
Not only can we prosper from a beautiful Norfolk, but we can
all benefit from the things that draw visitors here. A major
part of the attraction is our ‘ordinary’ countryside - it is all too
easy to overlook the benefits this brings, but it is probably
our most important resource. None of it is just ‘spare’ land.
These assets must be protected if we are to safeguard our
largest employers – tourism and agriculture – which together
support tens of thousands of jobs. Tourism alone contributes
over £3 billion every year to Norfolk’s economy.
The county produces 20% of all the UK’s vegetables and
potatoes. Our resources contribute to the health and
wellbeing of the nation, as well as our future food security.
Growth targets with no consideration of local issues are
already threatening these things and will irretrievably
damage Norfolk.
Our future prosperity lies in our countryside resources. We
need to get the message to government that a balance must
be reached between growing our economy and preserving
our county. We think it is essential to reshape our economic
growth towards the wellbeing of communities and the
permanence of nature, while protecting our key assets.
A new approach to the challenges is urgently needed before
it is too late.
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GreenGauge Homes, Lingwood. This development of 15 homes achieved an Ecohomes 2006 rating of ‘Excellent’ and Code 4 of the Code for Sustainable Homes. It is a Constructing Excellence Demonstration Project and received a CPRE Norfolk Award.

Housing – the big issue
Unrealistic and excessive housing targets totally reliant on
a few national house builders are simply not delivering the
kind of houses Norfolk needs. This approach has given rise to
schemes on greenfield sites which are not serving the local
community’s needs and are damaging our environment.
We need to stop spending time allocating more major sites
for houses, as we already have a 30 year plus supply. Instead,
we should be looking at how to get the houses we need
built, including affordable and retirement homes, in the right
places, both in rural communities and in towns and our city
near jobs and services.
Developing disused sites, converting unused commercial
property into housing and legislating to bring upper floors
of shops back into use rather than sitting empty will make
a substantial difference. Higher density sites in urban areas
with shared green and productive community garden spaces
are vital in providing housing for all.
It is a scandal that we do not build all houses to a standard
which minimises the use of resources needed, reducing the
cost to the occupiers and helping save energy and other
resources such as water. We must invest in local energy
production too.
We should encourage the use of new building techniques,
not only to improve the efficiency of buildings, but also to
speed up the process and create new businesses. By actively
encouraging and investing in self build schemes we can take
a new approach to housing provision.

Do you agree we should:
• Ensure that additional greenfield sites are not allocated
for housing until the plentiful supply of existing sites has
been utilised?
• Block the planning loophole which allows developers to
impose developments in areas not allocated for housing?
• Stop urban sprawl, prioritise brownfield sites and apply the
green belt principles to town planning?
• Link infrastructure with housing and jobs to support local
needs?
• Become more innovative and use a mix of traditional and
new methods of building, and legislate for new houses to
be built to A+ environmental standards?
• Invest in the best design and planning for new and
extending communities?
• Have direct government investment in affordable houses?
• Look at new ways to realise the value from development to
pay for community and infrastructure development?
• Understand the factors behind the shift from owned to
rental housing, and from public sector to private sector
provision and achieve a balance?
• Make existing housing allocations smaller and better
targeted to deliver houses of the right type, price and
quality, and invest in community self build schemes?
• Strengthen neighbourhood planning so that local
communities can have a real say about the level and
location of development?
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Growing Norfolk – joined up thinking
Norfolk’s tranquil rural environment, beautiful coastline, dark
skies, historic city and towns, flora, fauna and the Broads
have created our biggest industry - tourism. We must work
hard to protect the huge economic benefits from this.

We have many successful and growing businesses in Norfolk.
We must continue to develop these in the right places, such
as schemes enabling redundant farm buildings to become
employment centres in rural communities.

Traditionally, Norwich and our market towns are the hubs of
our business activity and support services. Growth that keeps
these urban areas vibrant is vital, but this must be planned
to prevent damaging sprawl and congestion. We must retain
their distinctiveness.

Common sense tells us that we must become a leader in
reducing waste of our vital resources such as food, energy
and water, which will support our future prosperity and wellbeing. This includes making all buildings resource efficient by
legislation and investment.

A successful Norfolk needs the right infrastructure.
We should plan this before anything else, not try to adjust
it later in the hope that it will cope with new demands.
Our current solution of more roads for more cars is no
longer sustainable.

Our vision is to create and sustain the environment for
Norfolk’s successful business sectors to expand, whether
they be in the life sciences, higher education, food
processing, financial services, the creative industries as well
as tourism, agriculture and energy.

Whether travelling by road or rail, using the internet or
telephone, having local support services such as schools,
shops and hospitals, investment in reliability and availability
must remain at the top of the list, for every community
both urban and rural. A new long term approach to our
infrastructure with proper planning and investment in new
convenient and affordable public transport is long overdue,
alongside cycling and walking.

It makes sense to tackle these issues as a priority.
Continued overleaf...

Norfolk has a major green energy industry. It is an industry
vital for the UK’s future energy security and environmental
protection, and Norfolk has unique aspects which can
support it. Collaborative working with communities
must ensure this important business manages its local
environmental impacts effectively.

12

A Vision for Norfolk: A Campaign for Common Sense | cprenorfolk.org.uk 01603 761660

13

14

Broadland Business Park provides high quality office and commercial accommodation in a mature landscaped setting, linked to foot and cycle path networks and public transport links.

Growing Norfolk – joined up thinking (continued)
Do you agree we should:
• Work together to keep a thriving tourism industry and
make sure an unspoilt ‘green’ Norfolk is available to future
generations?
• Develop and invest in an innovative, bold, new transport
strategy to ensure we make traffic congestion and
deprivation a thing of the past?
• Develop and expand our businesses in a sustainable way,
and always value the environment at least equally to
economic considerations?
• Ensure we only build energy efficient buildings and invest
in enabling all our existing buildings to become more
efficient and cheaper to run?
• Encourage energy companies and communities to work
together with government support to increase production
and develop new ways to harness the power of the
environment around us?
• Make the balanced use of water resources a very
high priority?
• Protect rural tranquillity including our inspiring dark skies
and dark landscapes.
It is common sense to tackle these issues as a priority.
www.V4N.org.uk
Vision for Norfolk
@Vision4Norfolk
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Agriculture – sustaining food production
and enhancing our countryside
Agriculture has always been a mainstay of Norfolk’s rural life
and has shaped our county. It becomes even more important
as we move into a new chapter in our history. A viable
farming community is vital for our rural economy as well as
the UK.
Diverse farms, both small and large, must be viable and
able to invest in their soils, protecting and enhancing the
environment, which has never been more important. Farmers
must get a fair price for their produce, all of which should be
used and not wasted.
Opportunities for farm diversification range from local
community housing and new businesses in redundant
buildings to energy schemes, food waste reuse schemes,
education and access, in agreement with local communities.
Our agricultural land must be valued for its contribution
to the beauty of our county, as well as its practical benefits
such as flood alleviation. We must protect the land where
we grow our food – and recognise that the differing grades
of farmland support different produce, making it all
equally important.
We have a real opportunity to set an agricultural agenda that
will be a model of best practice. This must protect our natural
resources and flora and fauna, allow access for recreation and
education, help alleviate flooding and protect water supplies,
as well as enabling diversification which supports agricultural
businesses and local rural communities. We must act to
minimise the huge food waste that has plagued the industry.
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This will need proper levels of investment to secure our long
term future.
Do you agree we should:
• Protect and stop the loss of our agricultural land of
all qualities?
• Enable our farmers to have economic viability, investing in
their businesses, improving their soils, getting a fair price
whilst protecting the rural environment?
• Have a system which enables us to protect and enhance
the natural environment?
• Look to diversify rural businesses sympathetically?
• Always value our land and countryside properly,
recognising its many roles such as flood alleviation?
• Enhance access for leisure and education, increasing
appreciation of the value of the land?
It is common sense to tackle these issues as a priority.
www.V4N.org.uk
Vision for Norfolk
@Vision4Norfolk
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Our environment – at the heart of everything
Once an environment is changed, for instance by development,
building roads, pollution or water extraction, it is changed for
ever. When a green field is built on, it cannot be replaced.
National and local conservation, environmental and heritage
bodies throughout the country have been established to
monitor, advise, lobby and influence everyone from the
general public to our key decision makers. Our society is
dynamic and changes brought about by issues such as
population increase and climate change must be embraced.
But the views of these bodies need to play a key part in all
decisions taken in the future.
Our vision says it is common sense to listen to and respect
the arguments.

Photo: Archant Norfolk
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How do we realise this Vision for Norfolk?
Our countryside, landscape and historic environment are
at the heart of protecting our future prosperity. Our land
is not an endless resource to be squandered. Conserving,
maintaining and improving these assets is essential if we are
to prosper. This takes collective planning.
A broad church of our politicians, business leaders, farmers,
conservation bodies, academics, service providers and
all our key decision makers need to play a full part in all
decisions taken in the future, and not be left on the sidelines.
But more than that, communities must also be involved
with meaningful, well thought through and responsible
consultation.
Our young people must have a vital say, for this is their future
we are dealing with.
All councillors, MPs, the LEP and business leaders must
ensure meaningful consultations take place and our collective
views are taken into account. It is a common sense approach
to have a shared and agreed long term strategy.
If you agree please join the debate.
www.V4N.org.uk
Vision for Norfolk
@Vision4Norfolk
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Sign up to the Vision for Norfolk
Let’s make a better and more prosperous Norfolk a reality.
Vision for Norfolk – #V4N – is about bringing our collective
common sense and local focus back into planning our future
to allow Norfolk to grow with the housing and jobs we need,
whilst protecting our environment. Our businesses and
communities can flourish and we can add value not only to
ourselves but to the future of Britain.
It will take a change of approach to implement, but we must
demand that these challenges are met with well considered,
robust and sustainable long term plans.
You can be a part of the campaign by telling us you agree
with #V4N.
• Go online at www.V4N.org.uk
• Search Facebook Vision for Norfolk or
Twitter @Vision4Norfolk
• Register your support, write to your MP, become a
member or give a donation to support this campaign.
#V4N
A Vision for Norfolk: a campaign for a better future.
Sign up to the Vision for Norfolk
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